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	Family Support for Children with Disabilities (FSCD) Program




Dear Parent/Guardian,

Parents of children with disabilities sometimes need support to raise their children at home and participate in community life.  

The FSCD Program uses a family-centred approach to provide a range of supports and services that strengthen a family’s ability to promote their child’s healthy growth and development.  In addition, FSCD assists with some of the extraordinary costs of raising a child with a disability.

The program is voluntary, and parents remain the guardians for their child, and are responsible for all decision-making and typical expenses of raising a child.

Please find enclosed an application package that includes information on the following:

· Supports and services that may be available upon acceptance into the program

· Eligibility

· Application process 

· Required medical documentation regarding the child’s disability 

· Application form

To apply to the FSCD program please complete, sign and return the application form along with the necessary medical documentation regarding your child’s disability in person, by mail, fax or e-mail to:

TGS Office
#600, 1520 4th Street SW


 

       
          Calgary, AB

  



 T2R 1H5



Intake fax: (403) 355-4131



     Email: FSCDIntake.Calgary@gov.ab.ca
 



 Main Line: (403) 297-7971
Please note that you must be the child’s legal guardian in order to apply.

For more information about the FSCD program, visit the Alberta Children and Youth Services website at www.child.alberta.ca under Programs and Services.

On the same website, under Publications, you will also find Welcome to the Family, a booklet developed by parents, for parents that provides information about raising a child with a disability.  The FSCD program can provide you with a hard copy of the booklet if needed. 
If you have any questions about the FSCD program or about completing the application form, please contact the FSCD office in your area.

Supports and Services 
FSCD provides information and referrals, and funding for family support services and child-focused services to families of children with disabilities.  

Prior to accessing FSCD supports, families are encouraged to access the supports, services and resources already available to them.  All other available resources must be utilized before the FSCD Program will provide funding. 

Information and Referrals

Information and referral supports are available to all families who have a child with a disability, regardless of the type of disability or eligibility for the FSCD Program, including: 

· Information about federal and provincial government programs and services, community supports and local resources

· Assistance obtaining and coordinating supports and services

· Referral to community support and advocacy resources, such as parent support groups, disability associations or advocacy organizations 

· Information and support to empower parents to advocate for their child

Family Support Services

Family support services may be provided based on the family’s needs and circumstances, including:

· Individual and family counselling

· Assistance with the cost of clothing and footwear related to the child’s disability

· Assistance with the cost of attending medical appointment or when the child is in hospital, such as parking, mileage, meals and accommodation

· Respite services

Child-Focused Services

Child-focused services are provided when a child’s disability significantly limits his or her ability to function in normal daily living activities, and are based on the child’s and family’s individually assessed needs.  Child-focused services include:

· Respite services

· Child care support 

· Aide supports

· Health-related supports, such as assistance with some of the extraordinary cost of prescription drugs, formulas and diets

· Specialized services, such as support and consultation from occupational or physical therapists, speech language pathologists or psychologists

· Out-of-home living arrangements.

Who is eligible for the FSCD Program?

In order for a child to be eligible for the FSCD Program:

1. The child with a disability must be under age 18 

2. The person applying for the program must be the child’s parent or have guardianship of the child

3. The child must be a Canadian citizen or permanent resident 

4. The child and the parent or guardian must reside in Alberta 

5. Medical documentation must be provided confirming that the child has a disability or is awaiting a diagnosis.  

For the purposes of the FSCD Program a disability is defined as a chronic, developmental, physical, sensory, mental or neurological condition or impairment that does not include a condition for which the primary need is for medical care or health services to treat or manage the condition, unless it is a chronic condition that significantly limits a child’s ability to function in normal daily living.

Applying to the FSCD Program
Step 1:  Review the information provided about the FSCD Program to determine if the FSCD Program is right for you. For more information about the FSCD program please visit the Alberta Children and Youth Services website at www.child.alberta.ca under Programs and Services.
Step 2:  Complete and sign the FSCD application form.

Step 3:  Attach copies of the medical documentation regarding your child’s disability to your completed FSCD application form.

Step 4:  Mail, fax or drop off the completed application form and medical documentation to your local FSCD office.
Step 5:  A FSCD worker will contact you to discuss your application.   If you have not been contacted within two weeks of sending in your completed application, please call your local FSCD office.

If we are unable to reach you, your information will be kept for 90 days, after which you will need to re-apply.  
If you have any questions regarding the application process, or for assistance completing the FSCD application form, please call your local FSCD office. 
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